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every Journyman ior concealing ltkewile toincur a Fenalty. By this means every 
Flatter, if he makes a falſe Entry, will be in the power of every one of the faid 
Journymen ; and they for their concealment will be in the power of each other: 
This, with other Proviſions that are made, ſecures this Tax from Frauds and con- 
cealments { as by the propoſal at large will appear ) much better than the Exciſe 
Either 1s or can be, and beſides there is a Mark or Stamp provided, if it be neceſſa- 
greater ſecurity than the Exciſe, but equal 


ry, whereby it will not only be under a 
with that of the Stamp Office too. | 

This is a Tax on things abſolutely neceffary, and, ſuch as muſt be had, and 
therefore no prejudice to Trade'sz and tho? it be upon neceſlaries, yer fo Small is 
the Conſumption among the poorer ſort of | People that they cannot be thereby 
put under any manner of Difficulties, andis ſo general that there's none who does 


not Contribute towards it, and tho'the Supply 1s very conſiderable, yet fo ſmall a 


matter is it that comes out of each Mans Pocket, that it cannot be imagin'd 
"twill be a hardſhip upon any. Hats ( as every one knows) are fallen more 
than a Third, and notwithſtanding, it is not known that the Conſumption is in- 
creag'd by it ; therefore, if the ſinking of the price has not increas'd the conſumpti. 
on, the riſing of it again ( eſpecially ſince the Duty propos'd will not raiſe *em to 
what they were before) cannot leflen it ; and is ſo Calculated that, as by the 
Propoſal beforementioned will appear, it brings in ready Mony. bg 

By how much thecharge of one Tax is leſs than another, by ſo much in that re- 
ſpe it has the advantage,and is as it were,ſo much clear gains to the Governmear. 
Now the charge ofthe Exciſe,it ſeems,comes to about a Tenth of the Income, and 
this being to beannex'd to the Exciſe-Office may be eaſily manag'd by. their Of- 
ficers, ſo that this may | be brought in for nothing, or for a very {mall matter at 
moſt. Ccomparing this advantage therefore with the Exciſe,together with the ſe- 
curity of this Tax beyond what that is capable of, and,if a Mark {hall be thought 
necefary, _ to that of the Stamp-Office too, it will be found there will be fo 
much ſav'd by it, which together withits other advantages will be no ſmall Re- 
commendation of it. The Cuſtoms are not brought in neitherunder a very great 
charge ; nay, the very Land Tax amountsto a Twenty-Third. 

And tho' it be propos'd to be under the managery of the Exciſe, yet is it not ar 
Exciſe it ſelf, that is to ſay, tis not attended with the ſame ill conſequences ; be- 
cauſe it creates no new Offices or Officers, and is ColleQable with little or no- 
charge. For this reaſon therefore, and becauſe it is a Tax equal 1a it ſelf, certain to 
be depended upon, to be had without Frauds or Concealments, that does not- 
Prejudice Trade in general,or the Hat-wakers in particular 3 it is Humbly propos'd 


to the Conſideration of this Honourable Houle. 


